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publisher to speak thus  to Your Fatness.   You know that it is with good intentions."*
We may be grateful to Hetzel for this advice, which Balzac evidently followed ; as the preface is written in a quiet and modest tone unusual with him, and he follows Hetzel's counsel, and gives a concise summary of his intention in writing the " Come'die Humaine."
He explains that he has attempted in his great work to classify man, as Buffon has classified animals, and to show that his varieties of character, like the differences of form in the lower creation, come from environment. The three great divisions of the Comedie Humaine are " Etudes de Mceurs," " Etudes Philosophiques," and " Etudes Analy-tiques " ; and the " Etudes de Mceurs " comprise many subdivisions, each of which, in Balzac's mind, is connected with some special period of life.
The " Scenes de la Vie Privee," of which the best-known novels are " Le Pere Goriot" (1834), "LaMesse de 1'Athee" (1836), "La Grenadiere" (1832), "Albert Savarus" (1842), "Etude de Femme" (1830), " Beatrix " (1838), and " Modeste Mignon" (1844), Bakac connects with childhood and youth. The " Scenes de la Vie de Province," to which belong among others " Eugenie Grandet" (1833), « Le Lys dans la Vallee " (1835), " L'lllustre Gaudissart" (1833), "Pierrette" (1839), and " Le Cure de Tours (1832), typify a period of combat;
* "Trois Lettres/' iu " Autour de Honore de Balzac/' by the \ricomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul. night of Balzac's
* This may be found in the Edition Definitive of Balzac's works, or in "Balzac Chez Lui," by Leon Gozlan.
